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A Message from the President 

Dear Fellow Crime Stoppers, 
 
I'm often asked, as 'Crime Stoppers' can we post mugshots on our webpage and/or social media 
pages? Along with, “are we allowed to post pictures of suspects for retail crimes and other 
crimes?” The answer is Yes to both questions. 
Acting as a non-profit, you are not bound to some of the same laws as law enforcement.  
I would, however, keep some guidelines in mind. 
 

1. Update the picture with 'solved' asap and/or delete the picture altogether. This will also 
prevent repeated calls with the same known information.  

2. If it is a crime, such as a "can you identify" retail crime, refrain from posting that they are 
a suspect in a crime. Instead, say something such as" the XXX Police Department wishes 
to speak to this person regarding an incident that occurred at a business in the XXX block 
of Main Street, on xxx date” 

3. For Wanted Warrant posts, ALWAYS include a disclaimer such as, “This Warrant was 
active at time of posting, and may or may NOT be active at the time of viewing.” 

These simple steps could prevent a lawsuit for your program.  If there are questions, 
please never hesitate to contact me. 

See below for further information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stay Safe! 
Loren Hamilton 
Illinois State Crime Stoppers 
President   
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HOT OFF THE 

PRESS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A Request from Our President 

Our website has been updated and is very user-friendly. If you haven't already checked 
it out, I invite you to do so.  I also wish to express my gratitude to all the programs and 
individuals who donated to make this possible. I do need to ask you another favor, 
however. 
    On the home page under the 'issues & answers' tab, you will find some training 
modules. One on school safety and another on traffic safety. What other topics would 
you wish to see listed here?  Under that same Information Header, you will also find 
information to start a program. Some tips, along with the required forms, to start and 
keep a program in good standing.  Are there things we need to include here? 
Please let Don Gustin or me know your thoughts. 
 
Thank You 
Loren Hamilton 
Illinois State Crime Stoppers 
President 
 

The 2026 Illinois State Crime Stoppers Conference 

will be held April 30, and May 1-2 at the Holiday Inn 

in Litchfield.  Mark your calendars now so you don’t 

miss out!! 
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Website History/Upgrade 

https://www.illinoiscrimestoppers.org 

History 

Major updates to the website project were finished early October 2025. First, envisioned by Don Gustin and Tim 

Hungate in mid-2000, the site aimed to streamline quarterly stats reporting and communication among programs 

and board members. Previously, stats were sent via fax, phone, or mail, but with new technology, emails would 

become the future standard for communication. 

Tim and Don met with Andy Frograsher of Stellar System in Peoria, Illinois to in mid-2000 to present the state’s 

desires to incorporate into a website. The domain name was purchased for the future website. Concepts ideas for 

the functionality of the website were discussed. A request for a proposal was made and received in late October. 

From the board minutes November 2001 

ILLINOIS STATE CRIME STOPPERS ASSOCATION 

BOARD MEETING 

Champaign IL 

Website-Gustin/Lawrence 

Gustin presented a proposal from Stellar. He feels that the price is reasonable. Price to be 

$2,508 for development and a monthly hosting/maintenance fee of $125. Camp said we 

need financing (i.e. sponsors) before committing to spending money. May suggested that the website may 
help fundraising. Camp moved that Gustin be empowered to continue 

the development of a website with the assumption that money will be available for project. 

Lawrence seconded. Motion carried. Website address will be illinoiscrimestoppers.org 

 

Illinois Crime Stopper first website launched and was fully operational within six months. Each local program had 

its own section on the site to list officers, coordinators, and members’ contact information, which remained 

private. Programs could communicate with their members via email. 

State data collection was facilitated by emailing local presidents and coordinators, allowing automatic recording of 

local program data without manual entry.  

 

Local programs may submit a Web Access Form to gain secure access to their assigned areas of the 

IllinoisCrimeStopper.org website. This process ensured that each program’s administrators had the necessary 

permissions to manage and update contact information for officers, coordinators, and members, while 

maintaining the privacy of personal details. The Web Access Form facilitated controlled access and streamlined 

communication between program leaders and their members. Additionally with web access local programs can 

save meeting minutes, corporate documents, tax exemptions documents, insurance and other important 

information. This information is again only accessible by the programs board members. Local program members 

can request a web access form by emailing statistician@illinoiscrimestoppers.org. 

 

From 2001 to 2023, the site was affordably upgraded for state business. In July 2024, Stellar Systems was asked for 

an ADA compliance and migration quote, as seeking other developers would delay the process. Rebuilding with 

others would require costly manual data transfer and updates to meet ADA standards. 

 

 

https://www.illinoiscrimestoppers.org/
mailto:statistician@illinoiscrimestoppers.org


 Quarterly Newsletter 
Illinois State Crime Stoppers Association                    Fourth Quarter 2025 

 

 

  

Website History/Upgrade: Cont. 

ILLINOIS STATE CRIME STOPPERS ASSOCIATION MINUTES  

July 10, 2024  

Website & Statistics: Gustin presented a proposal to improve the IL State Crime Stoppers website.  Some of 
the changes include the ability to register for conferences and events on the website, eliminating external 
registration systems like Eventbrite. It would also update the website platform to improve stability, security, 
and maintainability of the site.    

Gustin stated the website is made available for almost 60 programs, whether they utilize it or not.   The 
proposed changes will cost an estimated $15,000.00.  Gustin stated Greater Peoria Crime Stoppers and 
Stephenson Co Crime Stoppers have donated $3000 each toward the upgrade cost. It was also discussed 
that a letter be sent to the local programs asking for donations.  Gustin made the motion to proceed with 
the $15,000 proposal from Stellar Systems INC, 2nd by Cramer.  The motion carried. 

After the proposal from Stellar System INC was accepted, Illinois State Crime Stoppers received donations from 

local programs and individuals to fund the new website. Donations are still being accepted at the PO Box and 

donation button on the front page of the website. 

Stephenson County Crime Stop, Inc.   $5,000 

Greater Peoria Area Crime Stoppers   $4,000 

Crime Stoppers of Sangamon and Menard Counties $2,650 

Christian County Crime Stoppers   $ 600 

Lincoln Logan Crime Stoppers, Inc.   $ 200 

Vermilion Crime Stoppers    $ 100 

Jefferson County Crime Stoppers, Inc.   $ 100 

Don Gustin      $1,000 

Janet Mollohan      $ 500 

Day of Giving Pay Pal      $ 765 

Total Donations      $14,915 

Total Cost to date     $13,952.50 

The expenditure for the website was decreased as email privacy for state board members with spam functions 

were not elected to incorporate at this time. Conversion of some documents on the website to 

Autofill format will be the balance of known expenses. 

Here is the overview from Stellar Systems, INC, of the recent updates to the State Website. There are several areas 

that have been improved on the State Website mostly due to the age of the site: 

1. Updated the website platform (from ASP to ASP.net) to improve stability, security, and maintainability of 
the site.  

2. Updated the website to a responsive design that will function better on mobile platforms like tablets and 
phones. This makes the website easier to use for visitors using mobile devices like phones and tablets and 
includes ADA-Compliance improvements. This also improves how Google ranks your website and 
may increase the number of visitors from Google. 

3. Reviewed the existing website page menus and content and implemented improvements to better 
support the mission of Illinois State Crime Stoppers.  

4. Updated the website maintenance functions to make them easier to use – reducing the time necessary to 
update the website. 
 

Submitted by ISCSA Statistician Don Gustin 
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Jefferson County Crime Stoppers 

Info Submitted by: Randa Rowland 

Jefferson County Crime Stoppers participated in the annual Mt. Vernon Downtown Trick or Treat 

evening on Wednesday, October 29th.  Due to the inclement weather, setup was moved inside the 

Jefferson County Sheriff's Office lobby.  JCCS joined the Jefferson County Sheriff's Office School 

Resource Officers and Jefferson Fire Protection District to hand out candy to the kiddos that braved 

the rain and cold!  McGruff the Crime Dog even made a special appearance and took photos with 

attendees.  Although the weather put a damper on attendance numbers, candy was handed out to 

approximately 750 children. 
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Carbondale Crime Stoppers 

Carbondale Safe 

Halloween Event 

Grilling and Serving 

with CPD 
 

 

 

 

Info Submitted by: Linda Flowers 
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Carbondale Crime Stoppers 

Info Submitted by: Linda Flowers 

“Be Prepared, Don’t Be Scared” Emergency Preparation Fair 

A vibrant crowd of curious spectators attended “Be Prepared, Don't Be Scared”, a free preparedness 

event, organized by the Carbondale Crimestoppers, which was held September 13th at the Carbondale 

Civic Center.  

  This event, sponsored in part by Southern Illinois Healthcare (SIH), State Farm, Aid For Women and 

Meredith Funeral Home, had a panel of experts including Emergency Management first responders, the 

Central United States Earthquake Consortium executive director, Brian Blake and others, discussing 

response to disasters (which they heard details of at the same time as the audience), how to prepare for 

disasters and prevent crimes during disasters. Many questions were asked, stimulating much discussion 

including, “In a major catastrophic disaster, with many life-threatening injuries, how many beds will be 

available at local hospitals?” Another point of interest was to fill our gas tanks up when they are down to 

a quarter of a tank so always prepared.  Many handouts were available as well as tips of wisdom, 

experience and insight for those in attendance including:  

● Purchase and become an FRS or Ham radio operator in case cell towers become inoperable. 

●  Know your neighbors 

●  Build community connections—know which neighbors have radios, supplies, 

or other resources. 

●  Maintain a minimum 3-month of emergency supplies of essential items. 

●  Maintain a go-bag for each family member with essential items you might need 

in the event you need to leave in a hurry. 

● Check in with your insurance agent - make sure you are covered in the event 

of a natural disaster, especially earthquake, usually an additional rider 

● Have family meetings, identify a rendezvous point where you will gather if you 

are separated. 

● Attend local planning meetings - invite your neighbors and stay connected! 

 

  SIH's "Hidden in Plain Sight" was available for viewing into a simulated teenager's room to educate 

parents and caregivers about potential indicators of risky behavior and drug use. What an eye opener that 

was for all viewers.  

 

   The event also included guest speaker Professor Shelly Page addressing human trafficking especially 

during disasters. Professor Page’s influence extends far beyond the borders of the United States. She has 

been a powerful voice in international conferences, shedding light on the issue of sex trafficking. Her 

speaking engagements have taken her to Austria, England, China, Turkey, the Czech Republic, Africa, 

and Greece, among other destinations, where she has shared her expertise and insights. Her recent 

publication, Human Trafficking, 2nd Edition, is a testament to her ongoing commitment to raising 

awareness and combating this global issue. (From her bio) She discussed many personal experiences of 

uncovering hidden trafficking in immediate view. 
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“Be Prepared, Don’t Be Scared” Emergency Preparation Fair 

Continued 

 
Additionally, the event had a panel of mental health experts including Dr. Clover Johnson and Amber 

Heern, both Adverse Childhood Experience (ACE) specialists, who shared insights about stress during 

and after disasters, how to cope and protect yourself from burnout and crime issues involving mental 

health during disasters. Amber Heern is a Nationally Board-Certified Teacher and longtime Southern 

Illinois educator. After 15 years in the classroom, she now works with the Partnership for Resilience 

collaborating with the community to help schools address trauma and toxic stress. Dr. Johnson and Ms. 

Heern brought both educational expertise and a deep commitment to mental health and wellness, 

especially in times of crisis. Dr. Johnson emphasized the importance of play and dance during disasters 

to relieve stress. 

Many community organizations had resources available to assist families begin preparing for disasters 

including:  

Aid For Women, Carbondale Code Red, Carbondale Crimestoppers, Central United States Earthquake 

Consortium, Carbondale United, St. Francis Animal Hospital, JustServe.Org, the NAACP and the  

Southern Illinois University Medical School.  

Carbondale Code Red signed up families for community emergency alerts. Carbondale United shared 

materials about reducing domestic violence and the NAACP gave out gun locks. Map Your 

Neighborhood had preparedness tips on coordinating with neighbors before disasters. More at 

https://www.explorecarbondale.com/313/Map-Your-Neighborhood  SIU Medical School gave out 

Narcan and trained on using it. St. Francis Animal Hospital shared materials for preparing pets for the 

unexpected. JustServe.Org gave information about their free website available for all NFP seeking 

volunteers and how this is an especially valuable tool to use to coordinate efforts before, during and 

after disasters. JustServe.Org is an international website and has been used in many disasters including 

the October 31st, 2025 flooding in Arizona. See more at this link: 

https://www.justserve.org/stories?searchType=keyword&page=1 

Organizers noted the turnout, though good, could have improved with less community events also 

scheduled for this time. Organizers also noted an increased desire to personally get their vehicles, 

offices, homes and family prepared for the unexpected. 

 

 

 

 

http://justserve.org/
https://www.explorecarbondale.com/313/Map-Your-Neighborhood
http://justserve.org/
http://justserve.org/
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Crime Stoppers of Sangamon and Menard Counties 

Info Submitted by Ernie Slottag 

 

 

Mark your calendars NOW to support this 

Fundraiser!  Always a fun event. 
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Crime Stoppers of Sangamon and Menard Counties 

On Friday, September 26th Crime Stoppers of 

Sangamon & Menard Counties participated in the 

annual Cruise for Charity, an evening cruise of 

classic cars through downtown Springfield. We 

provided commemorative clings for a $5 donation 

as the cars rolled into the parking lot. This year, 

because of the outstanding weather, we had a 

record number of cars and thus generated 

significant revenue for Crime Stoppers. As you can 

see, even Smokey and the Bandit attended the 

event this year Great fun for a great cause. 

Info Submitted by: Ernie Slottag 
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On October 22, 2025, Griffin and Cronin educated attendees on the growing threat of online 

radicalization and violent extremism. During their presentation, they outlined the very real threat to 

children, teenagers, and young adults as they innocently explore online games such as Minecraft and 

Roblox, and chat with friends who they believe to be people their own ages on such platforms as 

Discord, WhatsApp, Telegram, Snapchat, and Instagram, but may actually be adults who are preying 

on young people to recruit them to their cause. In their 90-minute presentation, the agents provided 

information on how these individuals think and act to pressure vulnerable children into committing 

unspeakable acts and how these people are in our own communities. The presentation, first heard by 

Crime Stopper Board Members at this year’s Illinois State Convention, was shocking and eye-opening.  

Griffin stated that simply by chatting with young people through one of these apps, the recruiter can 

quickly identify lonely or particularly vulnerable children who may be susceptible to radicalization. 

Within a week of befriending an at-risk person, they can coerce their victim into simply keeping 

secrets from their parents or guardian. Once they have gained their confidence, the recruiter can then 

convince their mark to doing more serious activities such as community sabotage, arson, self-harm, 

and cruelty to animals.  

Griffin and Cronin explained how these groups, known as nihilistic violent extremism groups or NVE 

groups, target communities to create mass chaos in an attempt to push for total societal collapse. One 

group known as 764, was created by an individual who spent as much as 19 hours a day online 

constantly messaging followers with his messages of white supremacy and violence, fomenting turmoil 

by converting like-minded individuals to his ideology. Those who didn’t help spread his ideology were 

considered to be against him and threatened with blackmail and extortion unless they helped spread 

his message.  

At the end of the presentation, the agents answered questions from the audience and encouraged 

adults to be more aware of who kids are chatting with online and monitor their online activities. 

Comments from the attendees were very positive. QRCS plans to host another presentation from 

Agents Griffin and Cronin in 2026. 

 

 

 

Recently, Quincy Regional Crime Stoppers hosted FBI Special Agent Jake Griffin and FBI 

Tactical Specialist Keeley Cronin as they presented, “Path to Chaos.” 

 

Quincy Regional Crime Stoppers 
                      

Info Submitted by: Kim Akers QRCS Treasurer 

  



 Quarterly Newsletter 
Illinois State Crime Stoppers Association                    Fourth Quarter 2025 

 

 

 

  

  Naperville Crime Stoppers 

Info Submitted by: Nancy Quigley 

President of Naperville Crime Stoppers, Nancy Quigley, and Board 

Member Bob Latowski, manned the Crime Stopper table at Naperville’s 

Public Safety Open House in September. 

 

On November 3, 2025, Albuquerque detective and founder of Crime Stoppers, Greg 
MacAleese, died at the age of 78. He started Crime Stoppers in 1976, and it became an 
immediate success. Today, Crime Stoppers can be found in 50 states and 30 countries. Our 
condolences go out to his family. 

For more information go to the following site to read an article in the Albuquerque Journal.  

https://www.abqjournal.com/news/article_421ef8e9-0090-47d0-a564-

bb0aa094ed11.html  

https://www.abqjournal.com/news/article_421ef8e9-0090-47d0-a564-bb0aa094ed11.html
https://www.abqjournal.com/news/article_421ef8e9-0090-47d0-a564-bb0aa094ed11.html
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Morgan, Scott & Cass Counties Crime Stoppers 

 

 

Congratulations on 40 Years 
Morgan, Scott & Cass Counties 

Crime Stoppers!! 

Info Submitted by: Loren Hamilton 
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Morgan, Scott & Cass Counties Crime Stoppers 

A Beautiful Evening welcomed another large crowd in Community Park in Jacksonville for National 

Night Out on August 5. Crime Stoppers of Morgan, Scott & Cass Counties again co-hosted the event 

with the Jacksonville Police Citizens' Academy Alumni.  

Info Submitted by: Loren Hamilton 
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Morgan, Scott & Cass Counties Crime Stoppers 

 

At Left: Board members from Crime Stoppers 

of Morgan, Scott & Cass Counties manned 

the Admission Gate one evening during the 

Morgan County Fair.  

 

 

It was a Busy Summer & Fall for McGruff! The Crime Dog joined Crime Stoppers of Morgan, 

Scott & Cass Counties at Various Parades, National Night Out and Halloween Trunk n Treat 

Events. 

 

 

 

 

 

Info Submitted by: Loren Hamilton 

Thank You 

for 
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Did You Re-certify Your Program 

If Not, What are You Waiting For!!! 

Christmas???!!!  

 

 

Recertification in 2025 

 

In   

 

Current 2025-2030 Re-Certified Programs: 
 
 

Christian County Crime Stoppers Association 
 
Cook County Crime Stoppers 
 
Effingham Area Crime Stoppers 
 
Henderson County Crime Stoppers Inc. 
 
Lincoln / Logan County Crime Stoppers 
 
Jefferson County Crime Stoppers 
 
Macoupin / Montgomery Counties Crime Stoppers 
 
Macomb Area Crime Stoppers 
 
Macon County Crime Stoppers 
 
Crime Stoppers of Mercer County Inc. 
 
Crime Stoppers of Morgan, Scott, and Cass Counties 
  
Greater Peoria Area Crime Stoppers 
 
Crime Stoppers of Pike County 
 
Rockford Area Crime Stoppers 
 
Crimestoppers of Sangamon and Menard Counties 
 
Stephenson County Crime Stoppers 
 
Crime Stoppers of Champaign County, Inc. – Pending 
 

 
Still not on the list?  
Go to the website now to get current. 
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We would love to know what is happening with your 

Crime Stopper’s Program.  Next Newsletter Deadline is 

JANUARY 31ST, 2026!  Send your submissions to: 

basketbude@aol.com 

 

 

What’s Happening with Your 

Program? 

mailto:basketbude@aol.com
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Want to help make a difference at the State level? 

 

Our board is accepting applications to become a 

director on our board. An application can be 

downloaded from this link. 
http://www.illinoiscrimestoppers.org/forms/2010%20ISCA%20Bo

ard%20of%20Directors%20app.pdf 

 

A completed application or any questions can be 

emailed to Nominations Chair, Jo Cramer at  
howdyocs@gmail.com 

 

Currently we have openings for Civilian Board 

Members from a Certified Crime Stoppers Program, 

and Law Enforcement Openings for active or retired 

Law Enforcement Officers from a Certified Crime 

Stoppers program. 

 

 

 We Want You!!! 

 
We Need Your Stats! Login to the state website and update your stats! 

Codes Issued- This is the collective number of tips you receive (Phone, Web, Text, App) 
 
Cases Solved- This is actuel number of different cases solved with information provided by a Crime Stopper tip only or the 
recovery of property and or illegal drugs with information from a Crime Stopper tip.    Example- One Residential Burglary =1 
Cases Solved, Five Car Burglaries  solved with one arrest through a CS tip =5 cases solved. 
NOTE: FTA and Probation Warrants should NOT be counted in this column. That case has previously been solved weather 
through a CS tip or not.  
 
Arrests Made- This is for arrests made either from a case solved and or a Warrant/Probation arrest. 
Again same as above; arrests means number of actual people arrested. The same person arrested for five cases would only 
count as 1 arrest, not 5. 
 
Property Recovered- Is the 4 values of the stolen items and or street value of the drugs recovered with information received 
from a CS tip. Here as in Arrests and cases solved; we only want numbers when a CS tip was used. We do NOT want the total 
number of cases/arrests your Law Agencies make. Only the ones where a CS tip was used. 
 
Rewards Paid- This is the Total Amount of Reward approved, weather it was picked up or not. Doesn’t matter, only that it 
was awarded. 
 
Final Reminder –These are quarterly   numbers only, they are NOT cumulative.  This DOES differ from Crime Stoppers USA. 
They do ask for Cumlative numbers, we at the State Board do NOT 
 

Send Us Your Stats 

 

And Your Stats, Too!!! 

http://www.illinoiscrimestoppers.org/forms/2010%20ISCA%20Board%20of%20Directors%20app.pdf
http://www.illinoiscrimestoppers.org/forms/2010%20ISCA%20Board%20of%20Directors%20app.pdf
mailto:howdyocs@gmail.com
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