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A Message from the President

Greetings Crime Stoppers,

I hope this finds you all well and enjoying the summer. I would like to better explain an article in this
edition, and also ask a favor of you (don't I always?)

We now have a partnership with Velocity Partners in offering standalone kiosks in high-traffic
locations. These units have worked well in Wal-Marts, shopping malls, fairs, courthouses, etc. The
locations are limitless. You can highlight Crime Stoppers Most Wanted, Crime of the Week, crime
prevention tips, along with weather alerts and news of upcoming events.

In addition, if you have an older unit from Pro-Tektor, Velocity might be able to service the existing
unit to get you back in the game! A link to the company website has been included with contact
information. (See bottom of page two of this Newsletter)

Now for the favor! If you haven't heard, the ISCSA board now has the ability to offer our meetings and
trainings via Zoom! Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 8 at 10 am. Please contact me
directly if you wish to receive the login instructions to join us.

And I did say training also. If you have topics you would like more information on, let me know so we
can offer that via Zoom, as well. Every day, our world gets smaller and more and more technology
based. Your ISCSA board wishes to stay ahead of that curve.

I hope you all have a fun-filled and Safe Summer!

Loren Hamilton
Illinois State Crime Stoppers Assoc.
President

Your 2026 State Board Officers

President: Loren Hamilton

Vice President: Jo Cramer
Treasurer: Sherman Meyer

Recording Secretary: Ernie Slottag
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https://www.velocitypartnersgroup.com/crimestoppersmarketingservices
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The digital kiosk program isn't dead - it's evolving. Chapters with legacy
kiosks don’t have to lose their investment. Legacy kiosks can be retrofitted
with our cloud-based content device, which keeps them going while adding a
new suite of capabilities.

For chapters looking to launch their own kiosk program, Velocity Partners
Group offers devices in different sizes and form factors for almost any
environment - indoor or outdoor. In short, the one-size-fits-all is a thing of
the past as we can customize to meet your exact needs.

With VPG, you get a full-time content creation team, tech support,
assistance with corporate sponsors to purchase kiosks, and assistance with
advertisers to create sustainable recurring revenue* - all for a flat monthly
fee of $50 to $100 per month, per kiosk. Kiosk device costs vary depending
on size, form-factor, cellular vs. wifi, and quantity. We help train your
chapter to secure & implement corporate sponsors to cover these costs.

*We can upgrade your lagacy kiosks in minutes with our clovd-based device. Device costs range berween $140 and $240
depending on WIFi only or added cellulsr

Portrait or Landscape Indoor Floor Stand Touch Kiosks

GET STARTED NOW (877) 927-2298
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P ConferenceHighlights

sl April 30-May 2 2026

Thank You Conference Committee

And Worker Bees

The 38" Annual Illinois State Crime Stoppers Training
Conference was a great success thanks to the contributions
made by a number of people. A special thanks to Macoupin &

Montgomery Crime Stoppers for hosting and doing an
incredible job!

hanlkeYeul
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CONFERENCE AWARD
RECIPIENTS

2026 Outstanding Coordinator of the Year
John Shallenberger

Deputy Chief Greg Manzana

Officer Chris Jones

2026 Outstanding Board Member of the Year
Brad Fellhauer

Brenda Schulte

Andy Forgrascher

GarySpeas

Joyce Bardo

Jo Cramer

Harvey Thomas

2026 Outstanding Contributor of the Year
Prairie State Bank & Trust

CEFCU

Triad Shredding

Mt. Vernon Police Department

Street Art Customs

Jefferson County Sheriff's Department
2026 Outstanding Media Organization of the Year
Adams Outdoor Advertising

Travis MorseSentinel Newspaper

ongratulations!

Greater Peoria Area Crime Stoppers
CrimeStoppers of Champaign County, Inc.

Crime Stoppers of Sangamon and Menard Counti

Crime Stoppers of Morgan, Scott & Cass Counties

Two Rivers Crime Stoppers

Greater Peoria Area Crime Stoppers
CrimeStoppers of Champaign County, Inc.
Jefferson County Crime Stoppers, Inc.
Greater Peoria Area Crime Stoppers

Crime Stoppers of Sangamon and Menard Counti

Crime Stoppers of Morgan, Scott & Cass Counties

Greater Peoria Area Crime Stoppers
CrimeStoppers of Champaign County, Inc.
Jefferson County Crime Stoppers, Inc.

Crime Stoppers of Sangamon and Menard Counti

Jefferson County Crime Stoppers, Inc.

CrimeStoppers of Champaign County, Inc.

Jefferson County Crime Stoppers, Inc.
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‘K@ // Award Recipients Present at '\:

®

at the 2026 State Conference |

Jo Cramer Deputy Chief Greg Manzana
Greater Peoria Area Crime Stoppers Crime Stoppers of Champaign County, Inc.
Outstanding Board Member Outstanding Coordinator

Sherman Meyer of Quincy Regional
Crime Stoppers, was selected as the
Dave Lawrence Outstanding Illinois
State Crime Stoppers Association
Board Member for 2026.

Submitted by: Don Gustin
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Belly Laughs....

That’s for Sure!!
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2026 Conferencespeakerts

Submitted by: Kathy Norris
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Digital Imaging and Video
Recovery Team

SSA Bastlan Freund

£BI Springfield, Falrview Heights RA
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Caution: Records Protection

Recently, a few of our programs have received requests for records. Illinois has a
statute in place to protect our tipsters. However, it is wise to carry insurance to help
cover your defense costs. Along with that, remind officers and whomever answers the
tipline, to refrain from including the words 'crime stoppers tip" in the

narrative. Substitute with 'anonymous tip' or unknown caller.

Also, keep in mind that if your tips are received on a City or County-provided phone line
and/or computer, those are subject to FOIA requests.

A 'Crime Stoppers provided' laptop and a separate phone line are the preferred

methods.

lllinois Statute

The main law is in the lllinois Code of Civil
Procedure:

- 735 ILCS 5/8-802.3 — Identity of person
submitting information to a Crime
Stoppers program.

What it says:

- The identity of someone who submits
information to a Crime Stoppers program
is privileged.

- It cannot be disclosed in court or
administrative proceedings.

- Telephone records or other records that
could reveal the tipster are also privileged
and not subject to subpoena.

Expanded Informant Privilege

lllinois later expanded the protection:

- If someone reports a crime to law
enforcement or a community program
acting as an intermediary and asks to
remain anonymous, their identity is
confidential and not subject to discovery
or admissible in evidence. tof

Exception
A judge can order disclosure, but only if all of
these are shown in court:

. The identity is needed in a criminal
proceeding.

. The evidence cannot be obtained another
way.

. Keeping it secret would violate the
defendant'’s constitutional rights.

Submitted by: Loren Hamilton
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Morgan Scott and Cass

Crime Stoppers

From: West Central Joint Dispatch ETSB 911

A big thank you to Morgan, Scott & Cass Crime
Stoppers board for gifting our telecommunicators
9-1-1 themed tote bags during Telecommunicator
Week! (' &k

Pictured with the team is lllinois Crime Stoppers
President Loren Hamilton. We appreciate the strong
partnership we share with Crime Stoppers as we
work together by answering the tip line and
dispatching law enforcement to crimes reported in
progress.

Support from organizations like Crime Stoppers helps
strengthen public safety efforts in our community,
and we are grateful for their continued partnership
and generosity. @
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Crime Stoppers of Sangamon &
Menard Counties

Submitted by: Ernie Slottag

Crime Stoppers Golf Outing

Caftch a Criminal — Get a Reward

_ I plan to play in the “Take a Swing Out of Crime” Golf Tournament

PLAYER'S NAME ADDRESS PHONE E-MAIL ADDRESS

Registration due by July 10, 2026
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Crime Stoppers of Sangamon &
Menard Counties

“TAKE A SWING OUT OF CRIME”

2026 Title Sponsors Sponsorship Levels

Edward Jones

Jay Tarnbull | (217) TRT-1710
Fimangisl Advisor

Title Sponsor
%1000 includes:
Foursome, hole sponsor, event banner and

company logo on printed materials
m:-\‘ﬂmb Hole Sponsor

$200 includes:

Company logo on signage at a designated hole

CATERING

A (s

Eagle Sponsorship
£700 includes:
Foursome and hole sponsor

I'.Fh'f r

JPRJ'.-'JEHH.!J POLICE 5

OFFICERS & SERGEANTS

cmME@PERS

Sangamon and Menard Counties
PO. Box 1059

Springfield, lllingis 62705

Individual Entry
£150 includes:
18 holes of golf, cart and prizes

Mame

Address City/Zip

Telephone E-mail

Please reserve __ _places. Enclosed is my check for § _____

| would like to be a Title Sponsor $1000, Eagle Sponsor $700, or Hole Sponsor $200
Enclosed is my check for § _

| am unable to play but please accept my contribution $ __
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Don George

Don George was one of the founding
members of Crime Stoppers of
Sangamon and Menard Counties. He
passed away in April, 2026. Don George
(91) had been one of several individuals
who formed the original organization
which later became Crime Stoppers.
Don had served on the Board for more
than three decades, growing the
present-day organization to one of
nearly 30 board members. His son Doug
continues the tradition and has taken
his place on the board.

Dennis J. Higgins

Dennis Higgins, 75, of Gibson City passed
away on April 10, 2026. Early in his
career, he worked for the Piatt County
Sheriff's Department as a dispatcher and
then became a deputy. He was later hired
by the Gibson City Police Department. In
his 28 years serving that Department he
was a patrol officer, Assistant Police Chief
and Chief of Police. It was here that
Dennis started the Gibson City Explorer
Program, the 911 Emergency Telephone
System and the Ford County Crime
Stoppers.

Dennis additionally served on the Greater
Peoria Area Crime Stoppers from January
2010 to January 2023.

He was a great friend to both Crime
Stoppers programs, as well as the Illinois
State Crime Stoppers Association.
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Macomb Area Crime Stoppers

A Great Fundraiser with Creative Auction
Items was Held by the Macomb Area Crime
Stoppers.

s Tloe (/},z/,w v I iid Y

ISDAY, APRIL 81

y $30\.QQ‘p‘e‘r pers@

_‘ ~ 7:00ipmLive Auction 1
\WIU!Grand|Ballroom - University Union

=

Silent Auction + 50/50 Drawing * K-9 Demo

Ror Elbe 9
AUTO SALES G@LJ
—_— NICK & STACIE RaCL)

;%  BEDWELL PETITGOUT
TREE SERVICE HIE - n%
‘ TRUCKIN:

Conmnity‘ L Bﬁef ENTERPRISES McDonough
‘ iy TR s District Hospital

Live / Silent Auction Featuring:
Lawn Care Tools, Cardinal Tickets, Power Tools, v
Baked Goods, Guns, Shop Local Mystery Basket and : i | k )-(;m*,lid.- along. ¢ ‘,n;‘
much more!!! 4 g c tDonough County Sherifl s Department ats

W
Tickets available at Macomb City Police Department : il (309) 833'3323 Ty N
p Officer Aric Cremer £ A B o ’Cxll now to schedule ,\uur'xl-nr‘iling and unique experiencel ; 3
@ (309)318-0418 ST RO ' A AT
Chuck Laird o) b 4 e — r Y
(309) 255-2877 : - -




N {
/ILLINOIS |

Quarterly Newsletter G

\__ASSOCIATION (
J

lllinois State Crime Stoppers Association Second Quarter 2026

Friday: July 31, 20‘?6
6:30pm - 9.30“%
Investigating starts at 6pm

DIE musmne

mmmm“

Join us for an unforgettable evening of mystery, laughter, and
community impact. Our annual Sport Auction returns alongside an
interactive Murder Mystery experience presented by Die Laughing
Murder Mystery Dinners and Comedy. Blending live entertainment

with a mission that matters.

Guests will enjoy an immersive whodunit performance while
bidding on exclusive sports memorabilia and auction items. Every
ticket purchased and every bid placed directly supports Greater
Peoria Area Crime Stoppers and the anonymous tip program that
helps solve crimes and keep our community safe.

See reverse side for Sponsorship information
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Greater Peoria Area Crime Stoppers

SRUWEORESWERS

Hall of Fame: $2,500
e 2 Tables
e Banner or Large Logo displayed at Auction
e Recognized in print Media
MVP: $1,000
e 1Table
e Medium logo to be displayed at Auction
 Recognized in print media
All Star: $500
e Name displayed during Auction
e 6 tickets
Superstar: $250
e Name displayed during Auction
e 4tickets

For Sponsorship & Ticket Purchase Please visit: peoriasportsauction.com
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Congratulations

Macoupin & Montgomery Counties
on Your 35" Anniversary

Fighting Crime!

35™ ANNIVERSARY
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We would love to know what is happening with your
Crime Stopper’s Program. Next Newsletter Deadline is
July 31st, 2026! Send your success stories, articles,
fundraising ideas to basketbude@aol.com

basketbude
@aol.com
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We Want You!ll

Want to help make a difference at the  State level? "_LlNOIS

\

Our board is accepting applications to become a STATE
director on our board. An application can be

downloaded from this link. rime
http://www.illinoiscrimestoppers.org/forms/2010%20ISCA%20Bo P E R S
ard%200f%20Directors%20app.pdf

A completed application or any questions can be ASSOCIATION
emailed to Nominations Chair, Jo Cramer at
howdyocs@qgmail.com

Currently we have openings for Civilian Board
Member s from a Certified Crime Stoppers Program,
and Law Enforcement Openings for active or retired

Law Enforcement Officers from a Certified Crime
Stoppers program.

And Your Stats, Too!ll!

Send Us Your Stats
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