
 

 

Quarterly Newsletter 
Illinois State Crime Stoppers Association                 Second Quarter 2026 

 

 

      

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

     

 

 

 

 

  

 

Greetings Crime Stoppers, 
 
I hope this finds you all well and enjoying the summer.  I would like to better explain an article in this 
edition, and also ask a favor of you (don’t I always?) 
 
We now have a partnership with Velocity Partners in offering standalone kiosks in high-traffic 
locations.  These units have worked well in Wal-Marts, shopping malls, fairs, courthouses, etc. The 
locations are limitless.  You can highlight Crime Stoppers Most Wanted, Crime of the Week, crime 
prevention tips, along with weather alerts and news of upcoming events.  
In addition, if you have an older unit from Pro-Tektor, Velocity might be able to service the existing 
unit to get you back in the game! A link to the company website has been included with contact 
information. (See bottom of page two of this Newsletter) 
 
Now for the favor! If you haven't heard, the ISCSA board now has the ability to offer our meetings and 
trainings via Zoom!  Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 8 at 10 am. Please contact me 
directly if you wish to receive the login instructions to join us. 
 
And I did say training also. If you have topics you would like more information on, let me know so we 
can offer that via Zoom, as well.  Every day, our world gets smaller and more and more technology 
based. Your ISCSA board wishes to stay ahead of that curve.  
 
I hope you all have a fun-filled and Safe Summer! 

 
 

 
 
Loren Hamilton 
Illinois State Crime Stoppers Assoc. 
President   
 
            

 

A Message from the President 

President: Loren Hamilton 

 
Vice President: Jo Cramer 

Treasurer: Sherman Meyer 

Recording Secretary: Ernie Slottag  
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Here’s the link to use:  

https://www.velocitypartnersgroup.com/crimestoppersmarketingservices 

https://www.velocitypartnersgroup.com/crimestoppersmarketingservices
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Thank You Conference Committee 

And Worker Bees 

 

      Conference Highlights     

               April 30- May 2, 2026 

                      

The 38th Annual Illinois State Crime Stoppers Training 

Conference was a great success thanks to the contributions 

made by a number of people. A special thanks to Macoupin & 

Montgomery Crime Stoppers for hosting and doing an 

incredible job! 
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 2026 Outstanding Coordinator of the Year   

1 John Shallenberger Greater Peoria Area Crime Stoppers  
2 Deputy Chief Greg Manzana Crime Stoppers of Champaign County, Inc. x 
3 Officer Chris Jones Crime Stoppers of Sangamon and Menard Counties  

 2026 Outstanding Board Member of the Year   

1 Brad Fellhauer Crime Stoppers of Morgan, Scott & Cass Counties    
2 Brenda Schulte Two Rivers Crime Stoppers  x 
3 Andy Forgrascher Greater Peoria Area Crime Stoppers  
4 Gary Spears Crime Stoppers of Champaign County, Inc.  
5 Joyce Bardo Jefferson County Crime Stoppers, Inc.  
6 Jo Cramer Greater Peoria Area Crime Stoppers x 
7 Harvey Thomas Crime Stoppers of Sangamon and Menard Counties  

 2026 Outstanding Contributor of the Year   

1 Prairie State Bank & Trust Crime Stoppers of Morgan, Scott & Cass Counties    
2 CEFCU Greater Peoria Area Crime Stoppers  
3 Triad Shredding Crime Stoppers of Champaign County, Inc.  
4 Mt. Vernon Police Department Jefferson County Crime Stoppers, Inc.  
5 Street Art Customs Crime Stoppers of Sangamon and Menard Counties  
6 Jefferson County Sheriff's Department Jefferson County Crime Stoppers, Inc.  

 2026 Outstanding Media Organization of the Year  
1 Adams Outdoor Advertising Crime Stoppers of Champaign County, Inc.  
2 Travis Morse - Sentinel Newspaper Jefferson County Crime Stoppers, Inc.  

     
 

 

CONFERENCE AWARD 
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Award Recipients Present at 

at the 2026 State Conference  

  

         Deputy Chief Greg Manzana 
Crime Stoppers of Champaign County, Inc. 
         Outstanding Coordinator  
    
        
 

 

Sherman Meyer of Quincy Regional 
Crime Stoppers, was selected as the 
Dave Lawrence Outstanding Illinois 

State Crime Stoppers Association 
Board Member for 2026.           

           Jo Cramer 

 Greater Peoria Area Crime Stoppers 
         Outstanding Board Member 

 

  

 

 

 

Submitted by: Don Gustin 
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Jo Cramerõs Conference Highlights 
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Conference Entertainment 

 

Belly Laughs….  

That’s for Sure!! 
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2026 Conference Speakers!! 
                      

Submitted by: Kathy Norris 
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Caution: Records Protection 

Recently, a few of our programs have received requests for records. Illinois has a 
statute in place to protect our tipsters. However, it is wise to carry insurance to help 
cover your defense costs. Along with that, remind officers and whomever answers the 
tipline, to refrain from including the words 'crime stoppers tip" in the 
narrative.  Substitute with 'anonymous tip' or unknown caller. 
Also, keep in mind that if your tips are received on a City or County-provided phone line 
and/or computer, those are subject to FOIA requests. 
A 'Crime Stoppers provided' laptop and a separate phone line are the preferred 
methods. 
 

 

 

 

Submitted by: Loren Hamilton 
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Morgan Scott and Cass 

Crime Stoppers 

 

From: West Central Joint Dispatch ETSB 911 

Submitted by: Loren Hamilton 
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Crime Stoppers of Sangamon &  

Menard Counties 

 Submitted by: Ernie Slottag 
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Crime Stoppers of Sangamon &  

Menard Counties 
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Don George 

Don George was one of the founding 

members of Crime Stoppers of 

Sangamon and Menard Counties. He 

passed away in April, 2026. Don George 

(91) had been one of several individuals 

who formed the original organization 

which later became Crime Stoppers. 

Don had served on the Board for more 

than three decades, growing the 

present-day organization to one of 

nearly 30 board members. His son Doug 

continues the tradition and has taken 

his place on the board. 

 

In Memoriam 

Dennis J. Higgins 
 

Dennis Higgins, 75, of Gibson City passed 
away on April 10, 2026. Early in his 
career, he worked for the Piatt County 
Sheriff’s Department as a dispatcher and 
then became a deputy. He was later hired 
by the Gibson City Police Department. In 
his 28 years serving that Department he 
was a patrol officer, Assistant Police Chief 
and Chief of Police. It was here that 
Dennis started the Gibson City Explorer 
Program, the 911 Emergency Telephone 
System and the Ford County Crime 
Stoppers.  
Dennis additionally served on the Greater 
Peoria Area Crime Stoppers from January 
2010 to January 2023.  
He was a great friend to both Crime 
Stoppers programs, as well as the Illinois 
State Crime Stoppers Association. 
 

 

 

Submitted by: Ernie Slottag 

      Submitted by: Jo Cramer 
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    Macomb Area Crime Stoppers 

A Great Fundraiser with Creative Auction 

Items was Held by the Macomb Area Crime 

Stoppers. 

Submitted by: Loren Hamilton 
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   Greater Peoria Area Crime Stoppers 
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    Greater Peoria Area Crime Stoppers 
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Congratulations 

Macoupin & Montgomery Counties 

on Your 35th Anniversary  

Fighting Crime! 
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We would love to know what is happening with your 

Crime Stopper’s Program.  Next Newsletter Deadline is 

July 31st, 2026!  Send your success stories, articles, 

fundraising ideas to basketbude@aol.com   

 

        Address For Submissions 

basketbude

@aol.com

mailto:basketbude@aol.com
mailto:basketbude@aol.com
mailto:basketbude@aol.com
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Want to help make a difference at the State level?  

 

Our board is accepting applications to become a 

director on our board. An application can be  

downloaded from this link.  
http://www.illinoiscrimestoppers.org/forms/2010%20ISCA%20Bo

ard%20of%20Directors%20app.pdf  

 

A completed application or any questions can be 

emailed to Nominations Chair, Jo Cramer at  
howdyocs@gmail.com  

 

Currently we have openings  for Civilian  Board 

Member s from a Certified Crime Stoppers Program, 

and Law Enforcement Openings for active or retired 

Law Enforcement Officers from a Certified Crime 

Stoppers program.  

 

 

 We Want You!!! 

 
We Need Your Stats! Login to the state website and update your stats! 

Codes Issued- This is the collective number of tips you receive (Phone, Web, Text, App) 
 
Cases Solved- This is actuel number of different cases solved with information provided by a Crime Stopper tip only or the 
recovery of property and or illegal drugs with information from a Crime Stopper tip.    Example- One Residential Burglary =1 
Cases Solved, Five Car Burglaries  solved with one arrest through a CS tip =5 cases solved. 
NOTE: FTA and Probation Warrants should NOT be counted in this column. That case has previously been solved weather 
through a CS tip or not.  
 
Arrests Made- This is for arrests made either from a case solved and or a Warrant/Probation arrest. 
Again same as above; arrests means number of actual people arrested. The same person arrested for five cases would only 
count as 1 arrest, not 5. 
 
Property Recovered- Is the 4 values of the stolen items and or street value of the drugs recovered with information received 
from a CS tip. Here as in Arrests and cases solved; we only want numbers when a CS tip was used. We do NOT want the total 
number of cases/arrests your Law Agencies make. Only the ones where a CS tip was used. 
 
Rewards Paid- This is the Total Amount of Reward approved, weather it was picked up or not. Doesn’t matter, only that it 
was awarded. 
 
Final Reminder –These are quarterly   numbers only, they are NOT cumulative.  This DOES differ from Crime Stoppers USA. 
They do ask for Cumlative numbers, we at the State Board do NOT 
 

Send Us Your Stats 

 

And Your Stats, Too!!! 

http://www.illinoiscrimestoppers.org/forms/2010%20ISCA%20Board%20of%20Directors%20app.pdf
http://www.illinoiscrimestoppers.org/forms/2010%20ISCA%20Board%20of%20Directors%20app.pdf
mailto:howdyocs@gmail.com
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